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In 1979 Australian teacher and education administrator, Valerie Horniman, began mentoring Chinese
postgraduate scholars at the University of Sydney. They were the * Gang of Nine' and were among the first
scholars from mainland Chinato be awarded degrees at a Western university, since the establishment of the
Communist government in 1949. The ‘Gang of Nin€' arrived in Australiain 1979, at the very moment that
Chinabegan its head long rush into * Reform and Opening Up’. The * Gang of Nine' had endured academic
repression and personal hardships during the intellectual calamity of the Cultural Revolution. Now, they
found the intellectual freedom and the intellectual rigour of a Western university, aswell aslifein Western
society, liberating, confusing and confronting. Valerie Horniman extended her friendship, support and
understanding to the ‘ Gang of Nine', who would become important scholars upon their return to China. That
mentorship was turned full circle in 1990, when Valerie began a new career as ateacher of English Literature
and Western culture to postgraduate students in Chinese universities. Valerie plunged head on into Chinese
universities in the immediate aftermath of the 1989 Tiananmen Square student protests and the June 4th
massacre. Vaerie arrived to find Chinese students seething with barely concealed discontent. Repression of
intellectual freedom had returned to Chinese universities, as the hard line conservative leaders sought to
regain control of university campuses. Y et the ‘ Cultural Fever’ for Western thought and ideas which had
gripped Chinasince its ‘ opening up’, was agenie that could not be returned to its bottle. After the 1989
Tiananmen Massacre, Chinaforged on with reform, continuing to wind back stifling totalitarian controls,
while at the same time, carefully building new forms of authoritarianism over arapidly changing society and
economy. It was amidst this ambiguity and uncertainty that Vaerie was given afree hand in curriculum
design and content. Valerie tapped into this curiosity and thirst for Western knowledge amongst Chinese
students, whilst walking on a knife edge, teaching in universities haunted by the shadow of Tiananmen.
Valerie faced vast cultural gaps between Chinese and Western culture. She bridged those gaps by drawing
upon her love of Chinese literature and art. Expertly guided by Professor Hou Weirui of the * Gang of Nine',
Valerie used the universal ideas she found in Chinese literature as a key to unlock her students’
understanding of English literature and Western thought. Valerie' s students studied a broad range of English
literature, free from the constraints of ideologically mandated scholarship. Her students studied George
Orwell's'Animal Farm' —watching the animated film and singing 60’ s protest songs — on an anniversary of
the Tiananmen Massacre as police patrolled the campus. Challenging and innovative, Valerie' s teaching
satisfied both her students’ thirst for knowledge, as well as their desire to covertly express critical and taboo
topics in the wake of Tiananmen. "When Dragons Whisper — Haunted by the Shadow of Tiananmen' is
Valerie Horniman's memoir documented with photographs. It is the story of her seven year odyssey in China
— her journeys and her teaching in a China still opening up in the wake of the Tiananmen Massacre.
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From reader reviews:
DoloresMika:

The book When Dragons Whisper: Haunted By The Shadow Of Tiananmen, Black and White Edition can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we |eave avery important thing like a book When Dragons Whisper: Haunted By The Shadow Of
Tiananmen, Black and White Edition? A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book When
Dragons Whisper: Haunted By The Shadow Of Tiananmen, Black and White Edition has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by
available and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Bruce Jackson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by ssimply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific When Dragons Whisper:
Haunted By The Shadow Of Tiananmen, Black and White Edition book as basic and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Adrian Kao:

The knowledge that you get from When Dragons Whisper: Haunted By The Shadow Of Tiananmen, Black
and White Edition will be the more degp you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but When Dragons Whisper:
Haunted By The Shadow Of Tiananmen, Black and White Edition giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read that
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book aso makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this When Dragons Whisper: Haunted By The Shadow Of
Tiananmen, Black and White Edition instantly.

Judy Washburn:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with friendsis thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
aready been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love When Dragons Whisper: Haunted By



The Shadow Of Tiananmen, Black and White Edition, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination

right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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