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Humankind has long fantasized about life elsewhere in the universe. And as we discover countless
exoplanets orbiting other stars—among them, rocky super-Earths and gaseous Hot Jupiters—we become
ever more hopeful that we may come across extraterrestrial life. Yet even as we become aware of the vast
numbers of planets outside our solar system, it has also become clear that Earth is exceptional. The question
is: why?

In Lucky Planet, astrobiologist David Waltham argues that Earth’s climate stability is one of the primary
factors that makes it able to support life, and that nothing short of luck made such conditions possible. The
four-billion-year stretch of good weather that our planet has experienced is statistically so unlikely, he
shows, that chances are slim that we will ever encounter intelligent extraterrestrial others.

Describing the three factors that typically control a planet’s average temperature—the heat received from its
star, how much heat the planet absorbs, and the concentration of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere—Waltham paints a complex picture of how special Earth’s climate really is. He untangles the
mystery of why, although these factors have shifted by such massive measures over the history of life on
Earth, surface temperatures have never fluctuated so much as to make conditions hostile to life. Citing
factors such as the size of our Moon and the effect of an ever-warming Sun, Waltham challenges the
prevailing scientific consensus that other Earth-like planets have natural stabilizing mechanisms that allow
life to flourish.

A lively exploration of the stars above and the ground beneath our feet, Lucky Planet seamlessly weaves the
story of Earth and the worlds orbiting other stars to give us a new perspective of the surprising role chance
plays in our place in the universe.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Gentry:

Often the book Lucky Planet: Why Earth is Exceptional—and What That Means for Life in the Universe has
a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Nancy Smith:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Lucky Planet: Why Earth is Exceptional—and
What That Means for Life in the Universe can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Lloyd Schuler:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Lucky Planet: Why Earth is Exceptional—and What
That Means for Life in the Universe can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book
you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Lucky Planet: Why Earth is Exceptional—and What That Means for Life in the Universe.

Shannon Thomas:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Lucky Planet: Why Earth is Exceptional—and What That Means for Life in the Universe
can make you experience more interested to read.
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