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In 1906, having been assigned Izaak Walton's Life of Donne to read for his English class, a Harvard
freshman heard a lecture on the long disparaged "metaphysical" poets. Years later, when an appreciation of
these poets was considered a consummate mark of a modernist sensibility, T. S. Eliot was routinely credited
with having 'discovered' Donne himself.

John Donne in the Nineteenth Century tracks the myriad ways in which "Donne" was lodged in literary
culture in the Romantic and Victorian periods. The early chapters document a first revival of interest when
Walton's Life was said to be "in the hands of every reader"; they explore what Wordsworth and Coleridge
contributed to the conditions for the 1839 publication of the only edition ever called The Works, which
reprinted the sermons of "Dr Donne". Later chapters trace a second revival, when admirers of the biography,
turning to the prose letters and the poems to supplement Walton, discovered that his hero's writings entail the
sorts of controversial issues that are raised by Browning, by the 'fleshly school' of poets, and by self-
consciously "decadent" writers of the fin de siècle.

The final chapters treat the spread of the academic study of Donne from Harvard, where already in the 1880s
he was the anchor of the seventeenth-century course, to other institutions and beyond the academy, showing
that Donne's status as a writer eclipsed his importance as the subject of Walton's narrative, which Leslie
Stephen facetiously called "the masterpiece of English biography".
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From reader reviews:

Frances Lockhart:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title John Donne in the
Nineteenth Century suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
particular book untitled John Donne in the Nineteenth Centuryis a single of several books in which everyone
read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Charles Malone:

John Donne in the Nineteenth Century can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing John Donne in the
Nineteenth Century but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Terry Palladino:

The book untitled John Donne in the Nineteenth Century contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author provides
you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Roger Thomas:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this John Donne in the Nineteenth Century can make you sense more interested to
read.
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