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As an author, Henry Miller (1891–1980) was infamous for his explicit descriptions of sex, and many of his
novels, from The Tropic of Cancer to Black Spring, were banned in the United States on grounds of
obscenity. But his books—frequently smuggled into his native country—became a major influence on the
Beat Generation of American writers and would eventually lead to a groundbreaking series of obscenity
trials that would change American laws on pornography in literary works. In this new critical biography,
David Stephen Calonne goes beyond Miller’s notoriety to take an innovative look at the way in which the
author’s writings and lifestyle were influenced by his spiritual quests.
           
Charting Miller’s cultivation of his esoteric ideas from boyhood and adolescence to later in his career,
Calonne examines how Miller remained deeply engaged with a variety of philosophies, from astrology and
Gnosticism to Eastern thinkers. Calonne describes not only the effects this had on Miller’s work, but also to
his complex and volatile life—his marriages and love affairs with Beatrice Wickens, June Mansfield, and
Anaïs Nin; his years in Paris; and the journey to Greece that resulted in the travelogue The Colossus of
Maroussi, the book Miller considered to be his greatest work. After discussing Miller’s final residences in
Big Sur and the Pacific Palisades in California, Calonne considers the author’s involvement in the arts, love
of painting and music, and friendships with a number of classical musicians. Miller, Calonne reveals, was a
quirky, charismatic man of genius who continues to influence popular culture today.
           
Highlighting many areas of the author’s life that have previously been neglected, Henry Miller takes a
fascinating revisionary approach to the work of one of American’s most controversial and iconic writers.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Henry Miller (Reaktion Books -
Critical Lives) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Deborah Mele:

Here thing why that Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Henry Miller
(Reaktion Books - Critical Lives). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) in e-book can be
your alternative.

Cleta Blackwell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Janice Evans:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through
searching from it. It is identified as of book Henry Miller (Reaktion Books - Critical Lives). You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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