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Since its founding in 1916, the National Park Service has been charged with two equally important and often
conflicting missions: to preserve our country's natural wonders for future generations and to develop national
parks for the appreciation and enjoyment of visitors. Recalling the era of the great lodges at Yellowstone and
Yosemite, Building the National Parks tells the story of how the new bureau's landscape designers,
architects, and engineers met each of these challenges, forging a rich legacy of buildings, roads, and trails
that both harmonized with the natural scenery and accommodated visitors to the parks. Their achievements --
detailed for the first time here -- have greatly influenced the design of state and local parks and other
recreational areas across the United States.

Planners realized the twin goals of accessibility and preservation by developing a distinctive style of
naturalistic design. Rooted in the nineteenth-century rustic gardening tradition popularized in the United
States by Frederick Law Olmsted and Andrew Jackson Downing, this style emphasized scenic views,
variations in topography, and natural features such as vegetation, streams, and rock outcroppings. During the
formative years of the National Park Service -- from 1916 to 1942 and particularly through the public works
projects of the New Deal -- dozens of projects were completed in such parks as the Grand Canyon, Crater
Lake, Mount Ranier, Acadia, Carlsbad Cavern, Grand Teton, Yellowstone, and Yosemite in the style that
became inseparable from the natural identity of each park.

Landscape architects and civil engineers provided safe and convenient access on roads that followed nature's
contours and afforded stunning scenic vistas. Carefully planned networks of trails and overlooks aided the
service in protecting the parks and also gave visitors access to otherwise hidden wonders. Lodging facilities
and sites for camping and picnicking, as well as ranger stations and park museums, were fashioned from
local materials with naturalistic or pioneer building techniques.

McClelland's story of these early years, illustrated with 118 rare, archival photographs, is one of remarkable
feats of engineering and consistently responsible stewardship. Concluding with a description of national park
development since 1942, Building the National Parks records the lasting contributions of the National Park
Service's designers and engineers.
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From reader reviews:

Katrina Varga:

The ability that you get from Building the National Parks: Historic Landscape Design and Construction is a
more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Building the National Parks: Historic Landscape Design
and Construction giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that
can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific
Building the National Parks: Historic Landscape Design and Construction instantly.

Eva Oleary:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Building the National Parks: Historic Landscape
Design and Construction can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Building
the National Parks: Historic Landscape Design and Construction.

Sammy Cheney:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Building the National Parks: Historic Landscape
Design and Construction was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Building the National Parks: Historic Landscape Design and Construction has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.

Christine Knox:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Building the National Parks: Historic Landscape Design and Construction can make you
experience more interested to read.
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