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The fun and fascinating follow-up to the international bestseller Red Herrings and White Elephants

Why do people put their "skeletons in a closet," "have a hunch," "get the cold shoulder," "get dressed up to
the nines," or "call a spade a spade?" These phrases are used every day, yet most people have little or no idea
where most of them come from. In Black Sheep and Lame Ducks, Albert Jack takes readers on a journey
through the curious- and often bizarre-origins of hundreds of their favorite idioms and expressions.

For example, "wearing your heart on your sleeve" comes from the Middle Ages, when a lady would "give
her heart" in the form of a handkerchief pinned to the sleeve of a knight who was about to go into battle. And
calling someone the "black sheep in the family" refers to a thousands- year-old belief that a black lamb in a
flock was unpopular because its fleece was undyeable and therefore less valuable.

With Black Sheep and Lame Ducks, any language-lover can feel like a "Smart Aleck"-and also know exactly
who that was.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Boyd:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of
Even More Phrases We Use Every Day. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important any book Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More
Phrases We Use Every Day. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Gregory Sims:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Black Sheep and Lame Ducks:
The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of
Even More Phrases We Use Every Day become your own starter.

Charles Bock:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list is Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every
Day. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Billie Gallagher:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every
Day was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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