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'Common-sense,' the Romantic critics told us, was all that was needed to understand and interpret literary
texts. Today, we know this is not generally true. Modern criticism has joined with pre-Romantic criticism to
expose common-sense as appropriate (because simple-minded), inadequate to comprehend and interpret
verbal structures which are frequently 'non-[common]sensical,' anti-commonsensical, or even nonsensical.
The difference between readers today and their earlier counterparts is that we have lost the full vocabulary of
criticism and the consciousness of the literary and rhetorical devices with which texts are created. Yet these
devices are still available to us, still practised even if unwittingly and on an impoverished scale. "Gradus,"
originally published in French in 1984, was designed to make good that loss, to reanimate those skills.
Comprising some 4000 terms, defined and illustrated, it calls upon the resources of linguistics, poetics,
semiotics, socio-criticism, rhetoric, pragmatics, combining them in ways which enable readers quickly to
comprehend the codes and conventions which together make up 'literarity.' Skilfully translated into English,
and adapted for an English-language audience with illustrations taken from an astonishing range of
contemporary texts, literary and popular, drawn from literature, radio, television, and the theatre, "Gradus"
will be a constant source of information and delight.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua McIntosh:

Here thing why this particular A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z are different and dependable to
be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is
as tasty as food or not. A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with A Dictionary of
Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z in e-book can
be your alternate.

James Jackson:

The experience that you get from A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z is the more deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z
instantly.

Cheryl Ruiz:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z,
you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it?
Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Victor McDowell:

A Dictionary of Literary Devices: Gradus, A-Z can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing A Dictionary of Literary
Devices: Gradus, A-Z however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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