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This book describes some of the powerful metaphors that have developed over the past two decades about
the workings of our minds including cognitive science (which embraces several disciplines, notably
computer science, linguistics, neurophysiology and psychology), in an attempt to apply those metaphors to
the workings of the CIA's Directorate of Intelligence. These findings have obvious implications for the way
the directorate recruits and trains its people. The term “cognitive science” embraces several disciplines,
notably computer science, linguistics, and neurophysiology, as well as psychology. A cognitive scientist
seeks to understand what the mind does when it searches for patterns, when it makes a value judgment, when
it must choose between pattern-finding and judgment-making, when it engages in the myriad other activities
that occupy it. Some fragmentary answers to questions such as this have become possible in the last 20 years.
Before they are six years old, nearly all humans learn to generalize, to impute continuity, to discern
relationships, and to determine cause-and-effect. Moreover, we can store the conclusions drawn from such
processes in a way that gives us access to them without burdening our working memory. We also learn a
language, that uniquely human capacity which sits at the center of conscious cognitive activity. Language
opens the way to abstraction and generalization, and permits each normal human to develop a rich network
of concepts. All of us are aware of the limitations of these processes. For example, we all are obtuse in
dealing with logic and probability; we are comfortable with imprecision; and our minds are conservative in
their approach to new information—quicker to recognize the familiar than the unfamiliar, reluctant to change
concepts once we have accepted them. Finally, there are innumerable processes that influence our mental
activity but are not accessible to the conscious part of the mind. FROM THE AUTHOR: The monograph has
two parts: first, a survey of cognitive science as we understood it in 1984; second, suggestions for changing
the way we do intelligence analysis in light of what the discipline was telling us. As I have indicated, I think
the survey section holds up pretty well. While I would like to think the reader will learn something useful
from immersion in all the detail (notably the diagram on page 10, which makes graphic the many elements
that interactively shape our conscious mental activity), the basic concept is quite simple. The conscious mind
cannot track more than about seven cognitive elements at the same time (cognitive science jargon often
refers to these elements as chunks); and to cope with this constraint, our brains constantly manipulate those
elements, always at top speed and usually outside our conscious awareness. This is revised edition of a
manuscript that was originally published in 1984.
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From reader reviews:

Madeleine Bandy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Thinking and Writing: Cognitive Science and Intelligence
Analysis. Try to make book Thinking and Writing: Cognitive Science and Intelligence Analysis as your good
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

John Yates:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is actually Thinking and Writing: Cognitive Science and Intelligence Analysis.

William Evans:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
examine. Thinking and Writing: Cognitive Science and Intelligence Analysis can be your answer given it can
be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Theresa Kuykendall:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The Thinking
and Writing: Cognitive Science and Intelligence Analysis offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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