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A master practitioner’s view of his craft, this classic survey of the fiction of the American West is part
literary history, part criticism, and entertaining throughout. The first edition of The Wister Trace was
published in 1987, when Larry McMurtry had just reinvented himself as a writer of Westerns and Cormac
McCarthy’s career had not yet taken off. Loren D. Estleman’s long-overdue update connects these new
masters with older writers, assesses the genre’s past, present, and future, and takes account of the renaissance
of western movies, as well.

Estleman’s title indicates the importance he assigns Owen Wister’s 1902 classic, The Virginian. Wister was
not the first writer of Westerns, but he defined the genre, contrasting chivalry with the lawlessness of the
border and introducing such lines as “When you call me that, smile!” Estleman tips his hat to Wister’s
predecessors, among them Ned Buntline, the inventor of the dime novel, and Buffalo Bill. His assessments
of Wister’s successors—Zane Grey, Walter Van Tilburg Clark, and Louis L’Amour, to name but
three—soon make clear the impossibility of differentiating great western writing from great American
writing.

Especially important in this new edition is the attention to women writers. The author devotes a chapter each
to Dorothy Johnson—author of “The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance”—and Annie Proulx, whose Wyoming
stories include “Brokeback Mountain.” In his discussion of movies, Estleman includes a list of film
adaptations that will guide readers to movies, and moviegoers to books. An appendix draws readers’
attention to authors not covered elsewhere in the volume—some of them old masters like Bret Harte and
Jack London, but many of them fascinating outliers ranging from Clifford Irving to Joe R. Lansdale.
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From reader reviews:

Eileen Matherly:

The book The Wister Trace: Assaying Classic Western Fiction make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Wister Trace:
Assaying Classic Western Fiction to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you
like available and read a e-book The Wister Trace: Assaying Classic Western Fiction. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Paul Evans:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read
you can spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book The Wister Trace: Assaying Classic Western
Fiction it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book has high quality.

Jerry Bonner:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly
added. This publication The Wister Trace: Assaying Classic Western Fiction was filled about science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various
feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Kelly Mays:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Wister Trace: Assaying Classic Western Fiction when you necessary it?
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