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For over two centuries, black poets have created verse that captures the sorrows, joys, and triumphs of the
African-American experience. Reflecting their variety of visions and styles, The Oxford Anthology of
African-American Poetry aims to offer nothing less than a definitive literary portrait of a people.
Here are poems by writers as different as Paul Laurence Dunbar and W.E.B. Du Bois; Countee Cullen and
Langston Hughes; Gwendolyn Brooks and Amiri Baraka; Rita Dove and Harryette Mullen; Yusef
Komunyakaa and Nathaniel Mackey. Acclaimed as a biographer and editor, Arnold Rampersad groups these
poems as meditations on key issues in black culture, including the idea of Africa; the South; slavery; protest
and resistance; the black man, woman, and child; sexuality and love; music and religion; spirituality; death
and transcendence.
With their often starkly contrasting visions and styles, these poets illuminate some of the more controversial
and intimate aspects of the black American experience. Poetry here is not only or mainly a vehicle of protest
but also an exploration of the complex and tender subtleties of black culture. One section offers tributes to
celebrated leaders such as Sojourner Truth and Malcolm X, but many more reflect the heroism compelled by
everyday black life. The variety of poetic forms and language captures the brilliant essence of English as
mastered by black Americans dedicated to the art of poetry.
Loving and yet also honest and unsparing, The Oxford Anthology of African-American Poetry is for readers
who treasure both poetry and the genius of black America.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

This The Oxford Anthology of African-American Poetry are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this The Oxford Anthology of African-American Poetry can be on the list of
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual
with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Oxford
Anthology of African-American Poetry forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Johnnie Nystrom:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Oxford Anthology of African-American Poetry
can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Alma Driver:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition details. Even you love The Oxford Anthology of African-American Poetry, you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Robert Hansen:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Oxford Anthology of African-
American Poetry can give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Oxford Anthology of
African-American Poetry.
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