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The Historian's Wizard of Oz synthesizes four decades of scholarly interpretations of L. Frank Baum's classic
children's novel as an allegory of the Gilded Age political economy and a comment on the gold standard.
The heart of the book is an annotated version of The Wizard of Oz that highlights the possible political and
monetary symbolism in the book by relating characters, settings, and incidents in it to the historical events
and figures of the 1890s, the decade in which Baum wrote his story. Dighe simultaneously values the leading
political interpretations of Oz as useful and creative teaching tools, and consolidates them in a sympathetic
fashion; yet he rejects the commonly held, and by now well-debunked, view that those interpretations reflect
Baum's likely motivations in writing the book. The result is a unique way for readers to acquaint themselves
with a classic of children's literature that is a bit different and darker than the better-known film version.

Students of history and economics will find two great stories: the dramatic rise and fall of monetary
populism and William Jennings Bryan and the original rendering of a childhood story that they know and
love. This study draws on several worthy versions of the Oz-as-Populist-parable thesis, but it also separates
the reading of Baum's book in this manner from Baum's original intentions. Despite an incongruence with
Baum's intent, reading the story as a parable continues to provide a remarkable window into the historical
events of the 1890s and, thus, constitutes a tremendous teaching tool for historians, economists, and political
scientists. Dighe also includes a primer on gold, silver, and the American monetary system, as well as a brief
history of the Populist movement.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Clark:

This book untitled The Historian's Wizard of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and
Monetary Allegory to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store
or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past
this reserve from your list.

Leon Fisher:

The e-book untitled The Historian's Wizard of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and
Monetary Allegory is the e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Historian's
Wizard of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and Monetary Allegory from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

James McNally:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. The Historian's Wizard of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and
Monetary Allegory can be your answer since it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Santiago Johnson:

You may get this The Historian's Wizard of Oz: Reading L. Frank Baum's Classic as a Political and
Monetary Allegory by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only simply by written
or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by
your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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