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In September 1958, Guinea claimed its independence, rejecting a constitution that would have relegated it to
junior partnership in the French Community. In all the French empire, Guinea was the only territory to vote
“No.” Orchestrating the “No” vote was the Guinean branch of the Rassemblement Démocratique Africain
(RDA), an alliance of political parties with affiliates in French West and Equatorial Africa and the United
Nations trusts of Togo and Cameroon. Although Guinea’s stance vis-à-vis the 1958 constitution has been
recognized as unique, until now the historical roots of this phenomenon have not been adequately explained.

Clearly written and free of jargon, Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea argues that Guinea’s vote for
independence was the culmination of a decade-long struggle between local militants and political leaders for
control of the political agenda. Since 1950, when RDA representatives in the French parliament severed their
ties to the French Communist Party, conservative elements had dominated the RDA. In Guinea, local cadres
had opposed the break. Victimized by the administration and sidelined by their own leaders, they quietly
rebuilt the party from the base. Leftist militants, their voices muted throughout most of the decade, gained
preeminence in 1958, when trade unionists, students, the party’s women’s and youth wings, and other
grassroots actors pushed the Guinean RDA to endorse a “No” vote. Thus, Guinea’s rejection of the proposed
constitution in favor of immediate independence was not an isolated aberration. Rather, it was the outcome
of years of political mobilization by activists who, despite Cold War repression, ultimately pushed the
Guinean RDA to the left.

The significance of this highly original book, based on previously unexamined archival records and oral
interviews with grassroots activists, extends far beyond its primary subject. In illuminating the Guinean case,
Elizabeth Schmidt helps us understand the dynamics of decolonization and its legacy for postindependence
nation-building in many parts of the developing world.

Examining Guinean history from the bottom up, Schmidt considers local politics within the larger context of
the Cold War, making her book suitable for courses in African history and politics, diplomatic history, and
Cold War history.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Cold
War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies)? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Carlton Solley:

The book Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies) for
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a
publication Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this reserve?

Cesar Ford:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is actually Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African
Studies).

George Hyler:

This Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies) is great guide for you
because the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Cold War and Decolonization in Guinea, 1946-1958 (Western African Studies) in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that



offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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