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Historians have long assumed that ethnic and racial divisions in post–Civil War America were reflected in
the U.S. Army, of whose enlistees 40 percent were foreign-born. Now Kevin Adams shows that the frontier
army was characterized by a “Victorian class divide” that overshadowed ethnic prejudices.

Class and Race in the Frontier Army marks the first application of recent research on class, race, and
ethnicity to the social and cultural history of military life on the western frontier. Adams draws on a wealth
of military records and soldiers’ diaries and letters to reconstruct everyday army life—from work and leisure
to consumption, intellectual pursuits, and political activity—and shows that an inflexible class barrier stood
between officers and enlisted men.

As Adams relates, officers lived in relative opulence while enlistees suffered poverty, neglect, and abuse.
Although racism was ingrained in official policy and informal behavior, no similar prejudice colored the
experience of soldiers who were immigrants. Officers and enlisted men paid much less attention to ethnic
differences than to social class—officers flaunting and protecting their status, enlisted men seething with
class resentment.

Treating the army as a laboratory to better understand American society in the Gilded Age, Adams suggests
that military attitudes mirrored civilian life in that era—with enlisted men, especially, illustrating the
emerging class-consciousness among the working poor. Class and Race in the Frontier Army offers fresh
insight into the interplay of class, race, and ethnicity in late-nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lewis:

This book untitled Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military Life in the West, 1870–1890 to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Geraldine Louis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military Life in the West, 1870–1890 the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military Life in
the West, 1870–1890 giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

John Harris:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military Life in the West, 1870–1890 we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military Life in the West, 1870–1890. You can more appealing than
now.

Harrison Johnson:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military
Life in the West, 1870–1890 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military Life
in the West, 1870–1890 can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of their time.
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