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During the first half of the twentieth century, supporters of the eugenics movement offered an image of a
racially transformed America by curtailing the reproduction of “unfit” members of society. Through
institutionalization, compulsory sterilization, the restriction of immigration and marriages, and other
methods, eugenicists promised to improve the population—a policy agenda that was embraced by many
leading intellectuals and public figures. But Catholic activists and thinkers across the United States opposed
many of these measures, asserting that “every man, even a lunatic, is an image of God, not a mere animal."

In An Image of God, Sharon Leon examines the efforts of American Catholics to thwart eugenic policies,
illuminating the ways in which Catholic thought transformed the public conversation about individual rights,
the role of the state, and the intersections of race, community, and family. Through an examination of the
broader questions raised in this debate, Leon casts new light on major issues that remain central in American
political life today: the institution of marriage, the role of government, and the separation of church and state.
This is essential reading in the history of religion, science, politics, and human rights.
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled An Image of God:
The Catholic Struggle with Eugenics? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Walter Chacon:

The reserve with title An Image of God: The Catholic Struggle with Eugenics includes a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new
era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Stella Keith:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled An Image of God: The Catholic Struggle with Eugenics your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get just before. The An Image of God: The Catholic Struggle with Eugenics giving you a
different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life
within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Misty Ware:

You will get this An Image of God: The Catholic Struggle with Eugenics by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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