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Since the development of British Aestheticism in the 1870s, the concept of irony has focused a series of
anxieties which are integral to modern literary practice. Examining some of the most important debates in
post-Romantic aesthetics through highly focused textual readings of authors from Walter Pater and Henry
James to Samuel Beckett and Alan Hollinghurst, this study investigates the dialectical position of irony in
Aestheticism and its twentieth-century afterlives.

Aesthetic Afterlives constructs a far-reaching theoretical narrative by positioning Victorian Aestheticism as
the basis of Literary Modernity. Aestheticism's cultivation of irony and reflexive detachment was central to
this legacy, but it was also the focus of its own self-critique. Anxieties about the concept and practice of
irony persisted through Modernism, and have recently been positioned in Hollinghurst's work as a symptom
of the political stasis within post-modern culture. Referring to the recent debates about the ‘new aestheticism'
and the politics of aesthetics, Eastham asks how a utopian Aestheticism can be reconstructed from the
problematics of irony and aesthetic autonomy that haunted writers from Pater to Adorno.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owen:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and
the Ends of Beauty (Continuum Literary Studies). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important any book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and
the Ends of Beauty (Continuum Literary Studies). You can add information and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Terry Tatum:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and
the Ends of Beauty (Continuum Literary Studies) has been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Aesthetic
Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty (Continuum Literary Studies) is not only
giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Aesthetic
Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty (Continuum Literary Studies). You never sense
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Macie Austin:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the
Ends of Beauty (Continuum Literary Studies) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kaci Carter:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or



just looking for the Aesthetic Afterlives: Irony, Literary Modernity and the Ends of Beauty (Continuum
Literary Studies) when you desired it?
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