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Early praise: 'Here, at last, is the complete story of the 'ukulele. Thanks to the authors' years of tireless
research, the instrument's incredible journey is brought vividly to life. This book is a labor of love and a gift
of enduring scholarship.' --Jim Beloff, author of The Ukulele: A Visual History

Since its introduction to Hawaii in 1879, the 'ukulele has been many things: a symbol of an island paradise; a
tool of political protest; an instrument central to a rich musical culture; a musical joke; a highly sought-after
collectible; a cheap airport souvenir; a lucrative industry; and the product of a remarkable synthesis of
western and Pacific cultures. The 'Ukulele: A History explores all of these facets, placing the instrument for
the first time in a broad historical, cultural, and musical context.

Drawing on a wealth of previously untapped sources, Jim Tranquada and John King tell the surprising story
of how an obscure four-string folk guitar from Portugal became the national instrument of Hawaii, of its
subsequent rise and fall from international cultural phenomenon to 'the Dangerfield of instruments,'; and of
the resurgence in popularity (and respect) it is currently enjoying among musicians from Thailand to Finland.
The book shows how the technologies of successive generations (recorded music, radio, television, the
Internet) have played critical roles in popularizing the 'ukulele. Famous composers and entertainers (Queen
Liliuokalani, Irving Berlin, Arthur Godfrey, Paul McCartney, Jake Shimabukuro) and writers (Rudyard
Kipling, Jack London, P. G. Wodehouse, Agatha Christie) wind their way through its history along with a
host of outstanding Hawaiian musicians (Ernest Kaai, George Kia Nahaolelua, Samuel K. Kamakaia, Henry
A. Peelua Bishaw). In telling the story of the 'ukulele, Tranquada and King also present a sweeping history
of modern Hawaiian music that spans more than two centuries, beginning with the introduction of western
melody and harmony by missionaries through the Hawaiian music renaissance of the 1970s and 1980s, to the
contemporary stylings of today.

62 b&w illus.
A Latitude 20 Book
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Madison:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Ukulele: A History as the daily resource information.

Joseph Ortiz:

Precisely why? Because this The Ukulele: A History is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking way. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Michael Hamrick:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Ukulele: A History the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-
book then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The The
Ukulele: A History giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Josue Denson:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Ukulele: A History was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Ukulele: A History has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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