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“The fire was barely fifteen minutes old. What followed was a series of fatal errors that set the fire free and
doomed the city to a fiery death.” – Jim Murphy, The Great Fire

It had taken about 40 years for Chicago to grow from a small settlement of about 300 people into a thriving
metropolis with a population of 300,000, but in just two days in 1871, much of that progress was burned to
the ground. In arguably the most famous fire in American history, a blaze in the southwestern section of
Chicago began to burn out of control on the night of October 8, 1871. Thanks to The Chicago Tribune, the
fire has been apocryphally credited to a cow kicking over a lantern in Mrs. Catherine O’Leary’s barn, and
though that was not true, the rumor dogged Mrs. O’Leary to the grave.

Of course, the cause of the fire didn’t matter terribly much to the people who lost their lives or their property
in the blaze. Thanks to dry conditions, wind, and wooden buildings, firefighters were never actually able to
stop the fire, which burned itself out only after it spent nearly two whole days incinerating several square
miles of Chicago. By the time rain mercifully helped to put the fire out, the Great Chicago Fire had already
killed an estimated 300 people, destroyed an estimated 17,500 buildings, and left nearly 100,000 people (1/3
of the population) homeless.

Several other theories have developed as an explanation for the fire. Most of them center on people around
Mrs. O’Leary’s barn, but other have gone so far as to blame a meteor shower as the culprit that started fires
across the Midwest that same night. As proof, they note that the country’s worst forest fire in history took
place around the same time in the logging town of Peshtigo in northeastern Wisconsin, a fire that killed
thousands.

Mrs. O’Leary and her barn remain a part of lore, but it also speaks to Chicago’s ability to rebuild that it’s
almost impossible to envision a farm in downtown Chicago today. Chicago suffered a wide swath of
destruction, but it had rebuilt itself within 20 years in order to host the World’s Fair, evidence that it was
back and bigger and better than ever. Along with that, Chicago has maintained its status as the region’s
biggest city and one of the most important in America.

The Great Chicago Fire chronicles one of the largest natural disasters of the 19th century in America. Along
with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Great Chicago Fire of 1871
like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Phillips:

The book The Great Chicago Fire of 1871: The Story of the Blaze That Destroyed the Midwest's Largest
City gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more
increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make studying a book The Great Chicago Fire of 1871: The Story of the Blaze That
Destroyed the Midwest's Largest City for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like available and read a e-book The Great Chicago Fire of 1871: The Story of the Blaze That Destroyed
the Midwest's Largest City. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Nathan Weaver:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Great Chicago Fire of 1871: The
Story of the Blaze That Destroyed the Midwest's Largest City ended up being making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication The Great Chicago Fire of 1871: The Story of the Blaze That Destroyed the Midwest's Largest
City is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Great Chicago Fire of 1871: The Story of the Blaze That Destroyed the Midwest's Largest City. You never
sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Cheri Adamo:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Great Chicago Fire of 1871:
The Story of the Blaze That Destroyed the Midwest's Largest City, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Melissa Cox:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Great Chicago Fire of 1871: The Story of the Blaze
That Destroyed the Midwest's Largest City can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd



activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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