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The original impulse for groups to separate from society and establish communities of their own was
religious. Though the religious side of this drive toward separation remains strong, the last two centuries
have seen the appearance of secular communities with a socialist or anarchist orientation. In The Communal
Experience, nominated for a National Book Award in 1973, Laurence Veysey explores the close
resemblances between the secular and religious forms of cultural radicalism through intensive observation of
four little-known communities.

Veysey compares the history of secular communities such as the early Ferrer Colony and Modern School, of
Shelton, New Jersey, with contemporary anarchist communities in New York, Vermont, and New Mexico.
Religious communes—"Communities of Discipline"—such as the Vedanta monasteries of the early
twentieth century are compared with contemporary mystical communities in New Mexico. Distinctions
between the anarchist and the mystical groups are most obvious from their approach to communal life. As
Veysey shows, anarchist communities are loose, unstructured, voluntaristic; the mystics establish more rigid
life-styles, focus on spiritual leaders, and hold community a secondary goal to self-realization. In a new
preface written for this Phoenix Edition, he describes his return to a New Mexican mystical community and
the changes that have occurred in the six years since his last visit.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Schanz:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Communal Experience:
Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) will make you to end
up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think
that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Patrice Gasaway:

This The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America
(Phoenix Book) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix
Book) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is
actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed types. Beside that this The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in
Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Michelle Mills:

Typically the book The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century
America (Phoenix Book) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Andrea Behnke:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Communal Experience: Anarchist and
Mystical Communities in Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book) can give you a lot of buddies because
by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting
person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that
probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Communal Experience: Anarchist and Mystical Communities in
Twentieth Century America (Phoenix Book).
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