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Almost two decades after his death, John Wayne is still America’s favorite movie star. More than an actor,
Wayne is a cultural icon whose stature seems to grow with the passage of time. In this illuminating
biography, Ronald L. Davis focuses on Wayne’s human side, portraying a complex personality defined by
frailty and insecurity as well as by courage and strength.

Davis traces Wayne’s story from its beginnings in Winterset, Iowa, to his death in 1979. This is not a story of
instant fame: only after a decade in budget westerns did Wayne receive serious consideration, for his
performance in John Ford’s 1939 film Stagecoach. From that point on, his skills and popularity grew as he
appeared in such classics as Fort Apache, Red River, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, The Quiet Man, The
Searches, The Man who Shot Liberty Valance, and True Grit. A man’s ideal more than a woman’s, Wayne
earned his popularity without becoming either a great actor or a sex symbol. In all his films, whatever the
character, John Wayne portrayed John Wayne, a persona he created for himself: the tough, gritty loner whose
mission was to uphold the frontier’s--and the nation’s--traditional values.

To depict the different facets of Wayne’s life and career, Davis draws on a range of primary and secondary
sources, most notably exclusive interviews with the people who knew Wayne well, including the actor’s
costar Maureen O’Hara and his widow, Pilar Wayne. The result is a well-balanced, highly engaging portrait
of a man whose private identity was eventually overshadowed by his screen persona--until he came to
represent America itself.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Millard:

This Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne can be on the list
of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually
with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Ruby Freeman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Duke: The Life
and Image of John Wayne suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayneis the one of several books which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ronald Griffin:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to
be read. Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.

Andrew Blanton:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne can be
the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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