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A clear-eyed look at the instrumental role drugs have played in our cultural, social, and spiritual
development.

• First American publication of the surprising European bestseller.

• Examines everything from the ancient use of ergot and datura to the modern phenomenon of "designer"
drugs such as Ecstasy and crack cocaine.

From remotest antiquity to the present era of designer drugs and interdiction, drugs have played a prominent
role in the cultural, spiritual, and social development of civilizations. Antonio Escohotado demonstrates how
the history of drugs illuminates the history of humanity as he explores the long relationship between
mankind and mind-altering substances. Hemp, for example, has been used in India since time immemorial to
stimulate mental agility and sexual prowess. Aristotle's disciple Theophrastus testifies to the use of datura by
the ancient Greeks and further evidence links the rites at Eleusis to the ingestion of a hallucinogen. Similar
examples can be found in cultures as diverse as the Celts, the ancient Egyptians, the Aztecs, and other
indigenous peoples around the world.

Professor Escohotado also looks at the present-day differences that exist between the more drug-tolerant
societies like Holland and Switzerland and countries advocating complete repression of these substances.
The author provides a comprehensive analysis of the enormous social costs of the drug war that is coming
under increasing fire from all levels of society. Professor Escohotado's work demonstrates that drugs have
always existed and been used by societies throughout the world and the contribution they have made to
humanity's development has been enormous. The choice we face today is to teach people how to use them
correctly or to continue to indiscriminately demonize them. "Just say no," the author says, is not an option.
Just say "know" is.

Antonio Escohotado is a professor of philosophy and social science methodology at the National University
of Distance Education in Madrid, Spain. He travels widely, offering lectures and seminars on the subject of
drugs and history.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Hatfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the guide entitled A Brief History of Drugs: From the Stone Age to the Stoned Age. Try to face the book
A Brief History of Drugs: From the Stone Age to the Stoned Age as your close friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Leonard Dail:

The event that you get from A Brief History of Drugs: From the Stone Age to the Stoned Age will be the
more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Brief History of Drugs: From the Stone Age to the
Stoned Age giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough.
That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific A Brief History of
Drugs: From the Stone Age to the Stoned Age instantly.

Katrina Scofield:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is definitely A Brief History of Drugs: From the Stone Age to the Stoned Age.

Ronald Peyton:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The A Brief History of Drugs: From the Stone Age to the Stoned Age will give you
a new experience in studying a book.
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