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There was always the incantation: “Whoever wishes you harm, may harm come to them!” And just in case
that didn’t work, there were garlic and cloves to repel the Evil Eye—or, better yet, the dried foreskin from a
baby boy’s circumcision, ground to a fine powder. But whatever precautions Brenda Serotte was subjected
to, they were not enough. Shortly before her eighth birthday, in the fall of 1954, she came down with
polio—painfully singled out in a world already marked by differences. Her bout with the dreaded disease is
at the heart of this poignant and heartbreakingly hilarious memoir of growing up a Sephardic Jew among
Ashkenazi neighbors in the Bronx.

This was a world of belly dancers and fortune tellers, shelter drills and vast quantities of Mediterranean food;
a world of staunchly joined and endlessly contrary aunts and uncles, all drawn here in loving, merciless
detail. The Fortune Teller’s Kiss is a heartfelt tribute to a disappearing culture and a paean to the author’s
truly quirky clan, especially her beloved champion, her father. It is also a deft and intimate cultural history of
the Bronx fifty years ago and of its middle-class inhabitants, their attitudes toward contagious illness,
womanly beauty, poverty, and belonging.
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From reader reviews:

Tonia Jensen:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The
Fortune Teller's Kiss (American Lives) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Patricia Vasquez:

Beside this The Fortune Teller's Kiss (American Lives) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
The Fortune Teller's Kiss (American Lives) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from today!

Deborah Green:

You can find this The Fortune Teller's Kiss (American Lives) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide
are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Thomas Hayden:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Fortune Teller's Kiss
(American Lives).
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