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What can the history of technology contribute to our understanding of late imperial China? Most stories
about technology in pre-modern China follow a well-worn plot: in about 1400 after an early ferment of
creativity that made it the most technologically sophisticated civilisation in the world, China entered an era
of technical lethargy and decline. But how are we to reconcile this tale, which portrays China in the Ming
and Qing dynasties as a dying giant that had outgrown its own strength, with the wealth of counterevidence
affirming that the country remained rich, vigorous and powerful at least until the end of the eighteenth
century? Does this seeming contradiction mean that the stagnation story is simply wrong, or perhaps that
technology was irrelevant to how imperial society worked? Or does it imply that historians of technology
should ask better questions about what technology was, what it did and what it meant in pre-modern societies
like late imperial China?

In this book, Francesca Bray explores subjects such as technology and ethics, technology and gendered
subjectivities (both female and male), and technology and statecraft to illuminate how material settings and
practices shaped topographies of everyday experience and ideologies of government, techniques of the self
and technologies of the subject. Examining technologies ranging from ploughing and weaving to drawing
pictures, building a house, prescribing medicine or composing a text, this book offers a rich insight into the
interplay between the micro- and macro-politics of everyday life and the workings of governmentality in late
imperial China, showing that gender principles were woven into the very fabric of empire, from cosmology
and ideologies of rule to the material foundations of the state and the everyday practices of the domestic
sphere.

This authoritative text will be welcomed by students and scholars of Chinese history, as well as those
working on global history and the histories of gender, technology and agriculture. Furthermore, it will be of
great use to those interested in social and cultural anthropology and material culture.

 

 Download Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: ...pdf

 Read Online Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=041563959X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=041563959X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=041563959X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=041563959X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=041563959X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=041563959X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=041563959X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=041563959X


Download and Read Free Online Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: Great
Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) Francesca Bray

From reader reviews:

Randy North:

This Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: Great Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's
Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: Great Transformations
Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Technology, Gender and
History in Imperial China: Great Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Technology, Gender and History in Imperial
China: Great Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) having very
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Madeleine Bandy:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Technology, Gender
and History in Imperial China: Great Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian
Scholarship) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Fabian Luton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day long to reading a e-book. The book Technology, Gender and History in Imperial China: Great
Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship) it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.



Frances Sitz:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Technology, Gender and History in
Imperial China: Great Transformations Reconsidered (Asia's Transformations/Critical Asian Scholarship)
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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