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In the early twentieth century, a time of political fragmentation and social upheaval in China, poverty
became the focus of an anguished national conversation about the future of the country. Investigating the
lives of the urban poor in China during this critical era, Guilty of Indigence examines the solutions
implemented by a nation attempting to deal with "society's most fundamental problem." Interweaving
analysis of shifting social viewpoints, the evolution of poor relief institutions, and the lived experiences of
the urban poor, Janet Chen explores the development of Chinese attitudes toward urban poverty and of
policies intended for its alleviation.

Chen concentrates on Beijing and Shanghai, two of China's most important cities, and she considers how
various interventions carried a lasting influence. The advent of the workhouse, the denigration of the
nonworking poor as "social parasites," efforts to police homelessness and vagrancy--all had significant
impact on the lives of people struggling to survive. Chen provides a crucially needed historical lens for
understanding how beliefs about poverty intersected with shattering historical events, producing new welfare
policies and institutions for the benefit of some, but to the detriment of others.

Drawing on vast archival material, Guilty of Indigence deepens the historical perspective on poverty in China
and reveals critical lessons about a still-pervasive social issue.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Wood:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled Guilty of Indigence: The
Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Stephen Hilton:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in
China, 1900-1953. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Peter Delaune:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor
in China, 1900-1953 book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Earl Casey:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled Guilty
of Indigence: The Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953 the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The Guilty of Indigence: The Urban Poor in China, 1900-1953 giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in
this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?
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