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Sometime about 30,000 years ago, somebody stuck a sharp rock into a split stick—and presto! The axe was
born. Our inquisitive species just loves tinkering, testing, and pushing the limits, and this delightfully
different book is a freewheeling reference to hundreds of customs, notions, and inventions that reflect human
ingenuity throughout history.

From hand tools to holidays to weapons to washing machines, An Uncommon History of Common Things
features hundreds of colorful illustrations, timelines, sidebars, and more asit explores just about every
subject under the sun. Who knew that indoor plumbing has been around for 4,600 years, but punctuation,
capital letters, and the handy spaces between written words only date back to the Dark Ages? Or that ancient
soldiers baked a kind of pizza on their shields—when they weren't busy flying kites to frighten their foes?

Every page of this quirky compendium catal ogs something fascinating, surprising, or serendipitous. A lively,
incomparably browsable read for history buffs, pop culture lovers, and anyone who relishes the odd and
extraordinary details hidden in the everyday, it will inform, amuse, astonish—and alter the way you think
about the clever creatures we call humans.
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From reader reviews:
Terri Hatfield:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they are still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great aong with important the book An Uncommon
History of Common Things. All type of book isit possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Angeline Allison:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that gquestion mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this An Uncommon History of
Common Things to read.

Marilyn Calhoun:

Isit anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This An Uncommon History of Common
Things can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Robert Journey:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book An Uncommon History of Common Things wasfilled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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