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Ten years have passed since the shocking attacks on the World Trade Center, and after seven years of
conflict, the last US combat troops left Iraq—only to move into Afghanistan, where the ten-year-old fight
continues: the war on terror rages with no clear end in sight.

In The Longest War Peter Bergen offers a comprehensive history of this war and its evolution, from the
strategies devised in the wake of the 9/11 attacks to the fighting in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and beyond.
Unlike any other book on this subject, here Bergen tells the story of this shifting war’s failures and successes
from the perspectives of both the United States and al-Qaeda and its allies. He goes into the homes of al-
Qaeda members, rooting into the source of their devotion to terrorist causes, and spends time in the offices of
the major players shaping the U.S. strategic efforts in the region. At a time when many are frustrated or
fatigued with what has become an enduring multigenerational conflict, this book will provide an illuminating
narrative that not only traces the arc of the fight but projects its likely future.

Weaving together internal documents from al-Qaeda and the U.S. offices of counterterrorism, first-person
interviews with top-level jihadists and senior Washington officials, along with his own experiences on the
ground in the Middle East, Bergen balances the accounts of each side, revealing how al-Qaeda has evolved
since 9/11 and the specific ways the U.S. government has responded in the ongoing fight.

Bergen also uncovers the strategic errors committed on both sides—the way that al-Qaeda’s bold attack on
the United States on 9/11 actually undermined its objective and caused the collapse of the Taliban and the
destruction of the organization’s safe haven in Afghanistan, and how al-Qaeda is actually losing the war of
ideas in the Muslim world. The book also shows how the United States undermined its moral position in this
war with its actions at Guantánamo and coercive interrogations—including the extraordinary rendition of
Abu Omar, who was kidnapped by the CIA in Milan in 2003 and was tortured for four years in Egyptian
prisons; his case represents the first and only time that CIA officials have been charged and convicted of the
crime of kidnapping.

In examining other strategic blunders the United States has committed, Bergen offers a scathing critique of
the Clinton and Bush administrations’ inability to accurately assess and counter the al-Qaeda threat, Bush’s
deeply misguided reasons for invading Iraq—including the story of how the invasion was launched based, in
part, on the views of an obscure academic who put forth theories about Iraq’s involvement with al-
Qaeda—and the Obama administration’s efforts in Afghanistan.

At a critical moment in world history The Longest War provides the definitive account of the ongoing battle
against terror.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Campbell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the publication untitled The Longest War: The Enduring Conflict between
America and Al-Qaeda can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michael Johnson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Longest War: The Enduring Conflict between America and Al-Qaeda this guide
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Samual Larkin:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book The Longest War: The Enduring Conflict between America and Al-Qaeda
was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you
can experience enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Wilda Alexander:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Longest War: The Enduring Conflict between America and Al-Qaeda when you required it?
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