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If fresh water is to be treasured, the Great Lakes are the mother lode. No bodies of water can compare to
them. One of them, Superior, is the largest lake on earth, and the five lakes together contain a fifth of the
world's supply of standing fresh water. Their ten thousand miles of shoreline bound eight states and a
Canadian province and are longer than the entire Atlantic and Pacific coasts of the United States. Their
surface area of 95,000 square miles is greater than New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Vermont, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island combined. People who have never visited them -- who have
never seen a squall roar across Superior or the horizon stretch unbroken across Michigan or Huron -- have no
idea how big they are. They are so vast that they dominate much of the geography, climate, and history of
North America. In one way or another, they affect the lives of tens of millions of people.

The Living Great Lakes is the most complete book ever written about the history, nature, and science of these
remarkable lakes at the heart of North America. From the geological forces that formed them to the industrial
atrocities that nearly destroyed them, to the greatest environmental success stories of our time, the lakes are
portrayed in all their complexity. The book, however, is much more than just history. It is also the story of
the lakes as told by biologists, fishermen, sailors, and others whom the author grew to know while traveling
with them on boats and hiking with them on beaches and islands.

The book is also the story of a personal journey. It is the narrative of a six-week voyage through the lakes
and beyond as a crewmember on a tallmasted schooner, and a memoir of a lifetime spent on and near the
lakes. Through storms and fog, on remote shores and city waterfronts, the author explores the five Great
Lakes in all seasons and moods and discovers that they and their connecting waters -- including the Erie
Canal, the Hudson River, and the East Coast from New York to Maine -- offer a surprising and bountiful
view of America. The result is a meditation on nature and our place in the world, a discussion and cautionary
tale about the future of water resources, and a celebration of a place that is both fragile and robust, diverse,
rich in history and wildlife, often misunderstood, and worthy of our attention.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Nelson:

The book The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book The Living Great
Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Marie Daugherty:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart
of the Inland Seas to read.

William Walker:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the
Heart of the Inland Seas book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Anita Sizemore:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is actually The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the
Inland Seas. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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