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The Artful Species explores the idea that our aesthetic responses and art behaviors are connected to our
evolved human nature. Our humanoid forerunners displayed aesthetic sensibilities hundreds of thousands of
years ago and the art standing of prehistoric cave paintings is virtually uncontested.

In Part One, Stephen Davies analyses the key concepts of the aesthetic, art, and evolution, and explores how
they might be related. He considers a range of issues, including whether animals have aesthetic tastes and
whether art is not only universal but cross-culturally comprehensible.

Part Two examines the many aesthetic interests humans take in animals and how these reflect our biological
interests, and the idea that our environmental and landscape preferences are rooted in the experiences of our
distant ancestors. In considering the controversial subject of human beauty, evolutionary psychologists have
traditionally focused on female physical attractiveness in the context of mate selection, but Davies presents a
broader view which decouples human beauty from mate choice and explains why it goes more with social
performance and self-presentation.

Part Three asks if the arts, together or singly, are biological adaptations, incidental byproducts of nonart
adaptations, or so removed from biology that they rate as purely cultural technologies. Davies does not
conclusively support any one of the many positions considered here, but argues that there are grounds,
nevertheless, for seeing art as part of human nature. Art serves as a powerful and complex signal of human
fitness, and so cannot be incidental to biology. Indeed, aesthetic responses and art behaviors are the
touchstones of our humanity.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Gabel:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art,
and Evolution is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Joni Thompson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and Evolution, you can tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Kevin Lemon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Artful
Species: Aesthetics, Art, and Evolution.

Pedro Dillon:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Artful Species: Aesthetics, Art, and Evolution when you necessary it?
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