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The two southern fiction writers most informed by orthodox religion, Flannery O’Connor and Walker Percy
were also among the most influential southern writers of their generation. In Peculiar Crossroads, Farrell
O’Gorman explains that the radical religiosity of O’Connor and Percy’s vision is precisely what made them
so valuable as both southern fiction writers and social critics. Via their spiritual and philosophical concerns,
O’Gorman asserts, these two unabashedly Catholic authors bequeathed to even their most unorthodox
successors a postmodern South of shopping malls and interstates imbued with as much meaning as
Appomattox or Yoknapatawpha.

O’Gorman builds his argument with biographical, historical, literary, and theological evidence, examining
the two writers’ work through intriguing pairings—such as O’Connor’s Wise Blood with Percy’s The
Moviegoer, and O’Connor’s A Good Man Is Hard to Find with Percy’s Lancelot. He traces the influence
exerted on their thought by the mid-century transatlantic Catholic Revival and by their relationships with
southern modernists Caroline Gordon and Allen Tate. Ultimately, Percy and O’Connor embraced a Christian
existentialist view that led them to dissent from both the historical, tragic mode of the Southern Renascence
and the absurdist apocalypticism of much postwar American fiction. They were, O’Gorman concludes,
transitional figures, more optimistic about their culture’s future than the modernists and more optimistic
about the truth-telling capacities of language and literature than the postmodernists.

Despite their devastating satire of collapsing southern traditions and complacent American consumerism,
Percy and O’Connor found hope and significance in a "Christian realism" of the "here and now"—focusing
on the peculiar crossroads "where time and place and eternity somehow meet," as O’Connor described the
writer’s world. Such, O’Gorman neatly reveals, is the two’s distinct legacy to a later generation of
writers—including Randall Kenan, Josephine Humphreys, and Padgett Powell—who search for meaning in a
postmodern South where historical themes seem increasingly problematic.

An impeccable exercise in literary history and criticism, Peculiar Crossroads renders a genuine
understanding of the Catholic sensibility of both O’Connor and Percy and their influence among
contemporary southern writers.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Goddard:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Peculiar Crossroads: Flannery
O'Connor, Walker Percy, and Catholic Vision in Postwar Southern Fiction (Southern Literary Studies) book
as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Shantel McCary:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Peculiar Crossroads: Flannery O'Connor, Walker
Percy, and Catholic Vision in Postwar Southern Fiction (Southern Literary Studies) is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Richard Lawrence:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Peculiar Crossroads: Flannery
O'Connor, Walker Percy, and Catholic Vision in Postwar Southern Fiction (Southern Literary Studies) is
kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Ida Acord:

This Peculiar Crossroads: Flannery O'Connor, Walker Percy, and Catholic Vision in Postwar Southern
Fiction (Southern Literary Studies) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Peculiar Crossroads: Flannery O'Connor, Walker Percy, and Catholic Vision in Postwar
Southern Fiction (Southern Literary Studies) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Peculiar Crossroads: Flannery O'Connor, Walker
Percy, and Catholic Vision in Postwar Southern Fiction (Southern Literary Studies) giving you an enormous
of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your



day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.
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