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Primary elements: Euclid in living color
 
Nearly a century before Mondrian made geometrical red, yellow, and blue lines famous, 19th century
mathematician Oliver Byrne employed the color scheme for the figures and diagrams in his most unusual
1847 edition of Euclid's Elements. The author makes it clear in his subtitle that this is a didactic measure
intended to distinguish his edition from all others: “The Elements of Euclid in which coloured diagrams and
symbols are used instead of letters for the greater ease of learners.” As Surveyor of Her Majesty’s
Settlements in the Falkland Islands, Byrne had already published mathematical and engineering works
previous to 1847, but never anything like his edition on Euclid. This remarkable example of Victorian
printing has been described as one of the oddest and most beautiful books of the 19th century.

Each proposition is set in Caslon italic, with a four-line initial, while the rest of the page is a unique riot of
red, yellow, and blue. On some pages, letters and numbers only are printed in color, sprinkled over the pages
like tiny wild flowers and demanding the most meticulous alignment of the different color plates for printing.
Elsewhere, solid squares, triangles, and circles are printed in bright colors, expressing a verve not seen again
on the pages of a book until the era of Dufy, Matisse, and Derain.
 
Text in English, French, and German
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From reader reviews:

Frances Hairston:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. They are really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How
about the person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of
Euclid.

Jeffrey Nathanson:

The knowledge that you get from Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid is the more
deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Oliver
Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid instantly.

Danny Johnson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Oliver Byrne:
The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclidis a
single of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this book.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world within this book.

Charles Massie:

Typically the book Oliver Byrne: The First Six Books of the Elements of Euclid has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after perusing this book.
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