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Before the First Opium War (1839–1842), China had control over the terms of its relationship with Western
powers, refusing to grant foreigners extraterritorial privileges or sign international treaties fully recognizing
their political status. This dynamic has been largely overlooked in prior studies that emphasize China's
semicolonial vulnerability after the First Opium War, but it has important implications for the attitudes and
policies that have dominated Sino-Western relations over the past three centuries.

Li Chen draws a richly textured portrait of Sino-Western relations during the century before 1843. Focusing
on the role of law in Sino-Western encounters, Chen brings fresh insight to the legal disputes, cultural
borrowings, and heated negotiations over imperial interests and sovereignty that profoundly shaped Sino-
Western conduct in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Western empires endured numerous
contradictions, humiliations, and anxieties while maintaining a profitable relationship with the Chinese. This
book captures the cultural impact of the ever-shifting balance of economic and political power on the self-
imagination of Euroamerican and Chinese actors in their contact zones and beyond. In a narrative populated
with Manchu governors, Dutch merchants, American missionaries, Russian Sinologists, French philosophers,
Portuguese settlers, and British politicians, Chen investigates the forces that created, contested, and
normalized imperial ideology, national sovereignty, cultural tradition, and international order in a critical era.
His findings contribute to recent debates on liberalism, humanism, sentimental imperialism, Orientalism,
international law, and identity politics.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you get it
as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
throughout you if you take Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics
(Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) as your daily resource information.

Lynn Gowen:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian Institute, Columbia University) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The
Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead
East Asian Institute, Columbia University) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Cathy Lantz:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and
Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) can give you a
lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and
Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University).

Christina Bales:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. By the book Chinese Law in Imperial Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies
of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia University) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Chinese Law in Imperial
Eyes: Sovereignty, Justice, and Transcultural Politics (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian Institute,
Columbia University). You can more pleasing than now.
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