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David Stockman, Ronald Reagan's budget director, proclaimed the Small Business Administration a "billion-
dollar waste?a rathole," and set out to abolish the agency. His scathing critique was but the latest attack on an
agency better known as the "Small Scandal Administration." Loans to criminals, government contracts for
minority "fronts," the classification of American Motors as a small business, Whitewater, and other
scandals?the Small Business Administration has lurched from one embarrassment to another.

Despite the scandals and the policy failures, the SBA thrives and small business remains a sacred cow in
American politics. Part of this sacredness comes from the agency's longstanding record of pioneering
affirmative action. Jonathan Bean reveals that even before the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the SBA promoted
African American businesses, encouraged the hiring of minorities, and monitored the employment practices
of loan recipients. Under Nixon, the agency expanded racial preferences. During the Reagan administration,
politicians wrapped themselves in the mantle of minority enterprise even as they denounced quotas
elsewhere.

Created by Congress in 1953, the SBA does not conform to traditional interpretations of interest-group
democracy. Even though the public?and Congress?favors small enterprise, there has never been a unified
group of small business owners requesting the government's help. Indeed, the SBA often has failed to
address the real problems of "Mom and Pop" shop owners, fueling the ongoing debate about the agency's
viability.
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From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Big Government and Affirmative Action: The Scandalous History of the
Small Business Administration. Try to make the book Big Government and Affirmative Action: The
Scandalous History of the Small Business Administration as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend
when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Drew Poland:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Big Government and Affirmative Action: The Scandalous
History of the Small Business Administration has been making you to know about other understanding and
of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Big Government and
Affirmative Action: The Scandalous History of the Small Business Administration is not only giving you
much more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Big Government and
Affirmative Action: The Scandalous History of the Small Business Administration. You never really feel
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Sandra Davis:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Big Government and Affirmative Action: The Scandalous History of the
Small Business Administration book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer regarding Big Government and Affirmative Action: The Scandalous History
of the Small Business Administration content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you even
now thinking Big Government and Affirmative Action: The Scandalous History of the Small Business
Administration is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Paul Mendosa:

Big Government and Affirmative Action: The Scandalous History of the Small Business Administration can
be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit



entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
delight arrangement in writing Big Government and Affirmative Action: The Scandalous History of the
Small Business Administration although doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along
with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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