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The Ten Commandments condone slavery, and Deuteronomy 22 deems the rape of an unmarried woman to
injure her father rather than the woman herself. While many Christians ignore most Old Testament laws as
obsolete or irrelevant-with others picking and choosing among them in support of specific political and
social agendas-it remains a basic tenet of Christian doctrine that the faith is contained in both the Old and the
New Testament. If the law is ignored, an important aspect of the faith tradition is denied.

In Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies, Cheryl B. Anderson tackles this problem head on,
attempting to answer the question whether the laws of the Old Testament are authoritative for Christians
today. The issue is crucial: some Christians actually believe that the New Testament abolishes the law, or
that the Protestant reformers Luther, Calvin, and Wesley rejected the law. Acknowledging the deeply
problematic nature of some Old Testament law (especially as it applies to women, the poor, and
homosexuals), Anderson finds that contemporary controversies are the result of such groups now expressing
their own realities and faith perspectives.

Anderson suggests that we approach biblical law in much the same way that we approach the U.S.
Constitution. While the nation's founding fathers-all privileged white men-did not have the poor, women, or
people of color in mind when they referred in its preamble to "We the people." Subsequently, the
Constitution has evolved through amendment and interpretation to include those who were initially excluded.
Although it is impossible to amend the biblical texts themselves, the way in which they are interpreted can-
and should-change. With previous scholarship grounded in the Old Testament as well as critical, legal, and
feminist theory, Anderson is uniquely qualified to apply insights from contemporary law to the interpretive
history of biblical law, and to draw out their implications for issues of gender, class, and race/ethnicity. In so
doing, she lays the groundwork for an inclusive mode of biblical interpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Feist:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Ancient Laws and Contemporary
Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Margaret Cardwell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Ancient Laws and Contemporary
Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation e-book written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still uncertainty Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for
Inclusive Biblical Interpretation as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Jose German:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is called of book Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical
Interpretation. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Carl Johnson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies: The Need for Inclusive Biblical Interpretation when you
required it?
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