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Nineteenth-century American authors, critics, and readers believed that biography had the power to shape
individuals' characters and to help define the nation's identity. In an age predating radio and television,
biography was not simply a genre of writing, says Scott Casper; it was the medium that allowed people to
learn about public figures and peer into the lives of strangers. In this pioneering study, Casper examines how
Americans wrote, published, and read biographies and how their conceptions of the genre changed over the
course of a century.
Campaign biographies, memoirs of pious women, patriotic narratives of eminent statesmen, "mug books"
that collected the lives of ordinary midwestern farmers--all were labeled "biography," however disparate
their contents and the contexts of their creation, publication, and dissemination. Analyzing debates over how
these diverse biographies should be written and read, Casper reveals larger disputes over the meaning of
character, the definition of American history, and the place of American literary practices in a transatlantic
world of letters. As much a personal experience as a literary genre, biography helped Americans imagine
their own lives as well as the ones about which they wrote and read.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Carter:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Constructing American Lives: Biography and Culture in Nineteenth-
Century America. Try to make the book Constructing American Lives: Biography and Culture in
Nineteenth-Century America as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let
me make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Charlene Stidham:

This Constructing American Lives: Biography and Culture in Nineteenth-Century America are generally
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Constructing
American Lives: Biography and Culture in Nineteenth-Century America can be one of many great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information
that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Constructing American Lives:
Biography and Culture in Nineteenth-Century America forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Arlene Farmer:

This book untitled Constructing American Lives: Biography and Culture in Nineteenth-Century America to
be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a
lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you
can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book
from your list.

Carolyn Berndt:

You will get this Constructing American Lives: Biography and Culture in Nineteenth-Century America by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose



proper ways for you.
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