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Conventional wisdom holds that television was a co-conspirator in the repressions of Cold War America,
that it was afacilitator to the blacklist and handmaiden to McCarthyism. But Thomas Doherty argues that,
through the influence of television, America actually became a more open and tolerant place. Although many
books have been written about this period, Cold War, Cool Medium is the only one to examine it through the
lens of television programming.

To the unjaded viewership of Cold War America, the television set was not a harbinger of intellectual
degradation and moral decay, but athrilling new household appliance capable of bringing the wonders of the
world directly into the home. The "cool medium" permeated the lives of every American, quickly becoming
one of the most powerful cultural forces of the twentieth century. While television has frequently been
blamed for spurring the rise of Senator Joseph McCarthy, it was also the national stage upon which America
witnessed?and ultimately welcomed?his downfall. In this provocative and nuanced cultural history, Doherty
chronicles some of the most fascinating and ideologically charged episodes in television history: the warm-
hearted Jewish sitcom The Goldbergs; the subversive threat from | Love Lucy; the sermons of Fulton J.
Sheen on Life Is Worth Living; the anticommunist series | Led 3 Lives; the legendary jousts between Edward
R. Murrow and Joseph McCarthy on See It Now; and the hypnotic, 188-hour political spectacle that was the
Army-McCarthy hearings.

By rerunning the programs, freezing the frames, and reading between the lines, Cold War, Cool Medium
paints a picture of Cold War Americathat belies many black-and-white clichés. Doherty not only details how
the blacklist operated within the television industry but also how the shows themselves struggled to defy it,
arguing that television was preprogrammed to reinforce the very freedoms that M cCarthyism attempted to
curtail.
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From reader reviews:
Derrick Minor:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that Cold War, Cool Medium:
Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) book as beginner and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Joyce Bullock:

Here thing why this Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and
Culture) are different and reputable to be yours. First of al examining abook is good however it dependsin
the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Cold War, Cool Medium: Television,
McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) giving you information deeper including different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Cold War, Cool Medium:
Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Cold War, Cool
Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) in e-book can be your
substitute.

Jewel Williams:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled Cold War, Cool Medium: Television,
McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and Culture) can be good book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Rita Carter:

Y ou can obtain this Cold War, Cool Medium: Television, McCarthyism, and American Culture (Film and
Culture) by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just ssimply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or



printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking
by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.
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