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Eugenio Pacelli, Pope Pius XII, is one of the most studied but least understood popes of the twentieth
century while his pontificate remains the most turbulent and controversial. Although there is a general
consensus that he faced serious problems during his tenure?fascist aggression, the Second World War, the
Nazi genocide of the Jews, the march of communism, and the Cold War?there is disagreement on his
response to these developments. Applauded by some as an "apostle for peace" for his attempt to prevent the
outbreak of war, he has been denounced by others as an "advocate of appeasement" for this same effort.
Praised by both Christian and Jews for his "Crusade of Charity" during the war, he was denounced by many
for his "silence" during the Holocaust. These conflicting interpretations, dubbed the Pius Wars, are often
narrow in focus, lack objectivity, and have shed more heat than light.

Written by one of the foremost historians of Pius XII, the present biographical study, unlike the greater part
of the vast and growing historiography of Pope Pius XII, is a balanced and nonreactive account of his life
and times. Its focus is not on the pope's silence during the Holocaust, though it does address the issue in a
historical and objective framework. This is a biography of the man as well as the pope. It probes the roots of
his traditionalism and legalism, his approach to modernity and reformism in Church and society, and the
influences behind his policies and actions.

This book is the first biography of Eugenio Pacelli to appear in English since the opening of the papers of the
pontificate of Pius XI (1922-1939), in which Pacelli served as nuncio to Germany and secretary of state,
along with the publication of the memories of figures close to Papa Pacelli.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Frank J. Coppa is the first recipient of the Lifetime Distinguished Scholarship Award of the American
Catholic Historical Association and professor of history and the director of doctoral studies in modern world
history at St. John's University. He has published widely in the areas of modern Europe, modern Italy, and
papal history. His more recent works include The Papacy, the Jews, and the Holocaust; Politics and Papacy
in the Modern World; The Policies and Politics of Pope Pius XII; Controversial Concordats: The Vatican's
Relations with Napoleon, Mussolini, and Hitler; and the Encyclopedia of Modern Dictators.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"This book adds a great deal to what we currently know about this most written about pope. Frank Coppa
introduces a number of principles which need to be discussed by experts and also by biographers of this
pope, most importantly the concepts of papal impartiality and anti-Judaism as related to Pope Pius
XII."?Charles R. Gallagher, S.J., assistant professor of history, Boston College



"This is a balanced and highly nuanced biography of Eugenio Pacelli that examines the whole life and times
of the man. Frank Coppa has examined the considerable, publicly available, historical record on Pacelli,
placed the war years and the Holocaust in the broader scope of Pius XII's life, and brought much needed
attention to the oft-neglected pre-1939 and post-1945 years of this complex, enigmatic and intriguing
man."?Paul O'Shea, co-director of the Australian Institute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Sydney

"These books approach the wartime pontiff with such a clear mastery of the arguments that both Pius's
supporters and his denigrators will find it difficult in the future to expect any serious student to accept the
hoary myths that have clouded or exalted that pontiff's reputation . . . Coppa opens both books with the
statement that Pius is the most studied but least understood of modern pontiffs. His books will go a long way
toward changing that perception." ?The Catholic Historical Review

"A refreshingly balance
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From reader reviews:

Earline Martin:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Life and Pontificate of Pope Pius XII:
Between History and Controversy will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate
book with you?

Deborah Rinehart:

The book The Life and Pontificate of Pope Pius XII: Between History and Controversy can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
The Life and Pontificate of Pope Pius XII: Between History and Controversy? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Life and Pontificate of Pope Pius XII: Between History
and Controversy has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
look the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Joshua Molina:

The particular book The Life and Pontificate of Pope Pius XII: Between History and Controversy has a lot
info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Issac Molina:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Life and Pontificate of Pope
Pius XII: Between History and Controversy that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Life and Pontificate of Pope Pius XII:
Between History and Controversy become your starter.
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