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In this groundbreaking book, Dennis R. MacDonald offers an entirely new view of the New Testament
gospel of Mark. The author of the earliest gospel was not writing history, nor was he merely recording
tradition, MacDonald argues. Close reading and careful analysis show that Mark borrowed extensively from
the Odyssey and the Iliad and that he wanted his readers to recognise the Homeric antecedents in Mark's
story of Jesus. Mark was composing a prose anti-epic, MacDonald says, presenting Jesus as a suffering hero
modeled after but far superior to traditional Greek heroes. Much like Odysseus, Mark's Jesus sails the seas
with uncomprehending companions, encounters preternatural opponents, and suffers many things before
confronting rivals who have made his house a den of thieves. In his death and burial, Jesus emulates Hector,
although unlike Hector Jesus leaves his tomb empty. Mark's minor characters, too, recall Homeric
predecessors: Bartimaeus emulates Tiresias; Joseph of Arimathea, Priam; and the women at the tomb, Helen,
Hecuba, and Andromache. And, entire episodes in Mark mirror Homeric episodes, including stilling the sea,
walking on water, feeding the multitudes, the Triumphal Entry, and Gethsemane. The book concludes with a
discussion of the profound significance of this new reading of Mark for understanding the gospels and early
Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Bullock:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark. Try to make the book The
Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Donald Cauley:

This The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That The
Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical
in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark can bring
whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even phone. This The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark having fine arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Kevin Vickers:

The publication untitled The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark is the e-book that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

Margaret Padua:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
a professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark this guide consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why is the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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