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*Explains the events that led up to the Battle of Actium, as well as the differences in the opposing navies and
tactics.
*Includes ancient accounts of the Battle of Actium.
*Includes a comprehensive discussion of the facts and myths surrounding the battle.
*Includes a bibliography for further reading.
The names of history’s most famous battles still ring in our ears today, their influence immediately
understood by all. Marathon lent its name to the world’s most famous race, but it also preserved Western
civilization during the First Persian War. Saratoga, won by one of the colonists’ most renowned war heroes
before he became his nation’s most vile traitor. Hastings ensured the Normans’ success in England and
changed the course of British history. Waterloo, which marked the reshaping of the European continent and
Napoleon’s doom, has now become part of the English lexicon. In Charles River Editors’ Greatest Battles in
History series, readers can get caught up to speed on history’s greatest battles in the time it takes to finish a
commute, while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known.
Every era has watershed moments that shape the arc of history, and for Ancient Rome, few were as decisive
or monumental as the Battle of Actium in 31 B.C. The battle’s importance is understandable given the stakes
and people involved; Actium pitted the joint navies of Cleopatra and Mark Antony against the battle fleet of
Octavian. In many ways, this climactic battle was the culmination of a years-long power struggle between
the heirs of the assassinated Julius Caesar, with Octavian being his legally appointed heir and Antony being
his longtime lieutenant and trusted advisor. Antony had even taken Caesar’s Egyptian mistress as his own.
As one of Rome’s most famous battles, the Battle of Actium has taken on a life of its own in popular
memory. One of the longest-held myths about the battle is that Cleopatra, sensing defeat, began to sail away
from the fight in the middle of the day, and the lovestruck Antony followed her with his own ship,
abandoning his men in the middle of the fight. While that popular myth would be in keeping with explaining
Cleopatra’s irresistible charm and magnetism, contemporary accounts of the battle do not suggest it was
actually the case. As night approached, Antony and Cleopatra spotted a gap in the now thoroughly jumbled
enemy line, and ordered their ships to speed through it without delay, making for Alexandria with all speed
and abandoning their entire navy to its fate. Only 60 of Antony’s ships, less than a fifth of his original
strength, survived. It was a crushing blow, for Octavian and his generals had virtually annihilated Egypt’s
seaborne power, and Antony’s with it. While Antony was able to limp away from the disaster which befell
his fleet, he and Cleopatra were now reduced to hunted fugitives virtually bereft of an army, and the abortive
siege in Alexandria was nothing but the mopping-up. The war would end with Antony and Cleopatra both
famously committing suicide.
The results of Actium implemented the most radical change in the history of Rome, at least until the Empire
was split into East and West centuries later. Octavian’s win ensured the creation of a hereditary imperial
dynasty that would steer Rome to even further greatness and remain virtually unchallenged by any serious
pretender for decades. In that sense, Actium also represented the final gasp of the moribund Roman
Republic, which would be replaced by an Empire that would endure for a further 500 years.
The Greatest Battles in History: The Battle of Actium comprehensively covers the events that led up to the
battle, the battle itself, and the famous aftermath. Along with maps of the battle and pictures of important
people and places, you will learn about Actium like you never have before.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffery Fulmer:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The Greatest Battles
in History: The Battle of Actium? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you
have various other opinion?

David Brouwer:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Greatest Battles in
History: The Battle of Actium will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suited book with you?

Bernadine Parker:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Greatest
Battles in History: The Battle of Actium book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Duane Vega:

The Greatest Battles in History: The Battle of Actium can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Greatest Battles in
History: The Battle of Actium but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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