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For much of the twentieth century, France recruited colonial subjects from sub-Saharan Africa to serve in its
military, sending West African soldiers to fight its battles in Europe, Southeast Asia, and North Africa. In
this exemplary contribution to the “new imperial history,” Gregory Mann argues that this shared military
experience between France and Africa was fundamental not only to their colonial relationship but also to the
reconfiguration of that relationship in the postcolonial era. Mann explains that in the early twenty-first
century, among Africans in France and Africa, and particularly in Mali—where Mann conducted his
research—the belief that France has not adequately recognized and compensated the African veterans of its
wars is widely held and frequently invoked. It continues to animate the political relationship between France
and Africa, especially debates about African immigration to France.

Focusing on the period between World War I and 1968, Mann draws on archival research and extensive
interviews with surviving Malian veterans of French wars to explore the experiences of the African soldiers.
He describes the effects their long absences and infrequent homecomings had on these men and their
communities, he considers the veterans’ status within contemporary Malian society, and he examines their
efforts to claim recognition and pensions from France. Mann contends that Mali is as much a postslavery
society as it is a postcolonial one, and that specific ideas about reciprocity, mutual obligation, and uneven
exchange that had developed during the era of slavery remain influential today, informing Malians’
conviction that France owes them a “blood debt” for the military service of African soldiers in French wars.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the
Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Native Sons: West African Veterans and
France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture). You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
read.

Mary Oropeza:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for all of us. The book Native Sons: West African Veterans and
France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) seemed to be making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve
Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) is
not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book
Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture).
You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Dale Hollander:

This Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and
Culture) usually are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this
Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) can
be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
you actually with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Colin Wegner:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes



reading, not only science book and also novel and Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the
Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) or perhaps others sources were given information for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various
other case, beside science book, any other book likes Native Sons: West African Veterans and France in the
Twentieth Century (Politics, History, and Culture) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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