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Built primarily for public religious exercises, New England's wood-frame meetinghouses nevertheless were
closely wedded to the social and cultural fabric of the neighborhood and fulfilled multiple secular purposes
for much of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. As the only municipal building in the community,
these structures provided locations for town and parish meetings. They also hosted criminal trials, public
punishments and executions, and political and religious protests, and on occasion they served as defensive
forts, barracks, hospitals, and places to store gunpowder.

Today few of these once ubiquitous buildings survive. Based on site visits and meticulous documentary
research, Meetinghouses of Early New England identifies more than 2,200 houses of worship in the region
during the period from 1622 to 1830, bringing many of them to light for the first time.

Within this framework Peter Benes addresses the stunning but ultimately impermanent blossoming of a New
England "vernacular" tradition of ecclesiastical/ municipal architecture. He pinpoints the specific European
antecedents of the seventeenth-century New England meetinghouse and traces their evolution through the
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries into Congregational, Presbyterian, and Baptist churches heavily
influenced by an Anglican precedent that made a place of worship a "house of God." Undertaking a parish-
by-parish examination, Benes draws on primary sources?original records, diaries, and contemporary
commentators?to determine which religious societies in the region advocated (or resisted) this evolution,
tying key shifts in meetinghouse architecture to the region's shifting liturgical and devotional practices.
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From reader reviews:

April Robles:

The book Meetinghouses of Early New England can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book
Meetinghouses of Early New England? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Meetinghouses of Early New England has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function
for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Angela Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Meetinghouses of Early New
England is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Geraldine Louis:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Meetinghouses of Early New
England book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jamie Harper:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Meetinghouses of Early New England or maybe
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides
are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Meetinghouses of Early New England to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.
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