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The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of merchants leading camel caravans across vast stretches to trade
exotic goods in glittering Oriental bazaars, of pilgrims braving bandits and frozen mountain passes to spread
their faith across Asia. Looking at the reality behind these images, this Very Short Introduction illuminates
the historical background against which the silk road flourished, shedding light on the importance of old-
world cultural exchange to Eurasian and world history.

On the one hand, historian James A. Millward treats the silk road broadly, to stand in for the cross-cultural
communication between peoples across the Eurasian continent since at least the Neolithic era. On the other,
he highlights specific examples of goods and ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean, Persia, India, and
China, along with the significance of these exchanges. While including silks, spices, and travelers' tales of
colorful locales, the book explains the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that promoted Silk Road
interactions--especially the role of nomad empires--highlighting the importance of the biological,
technological, artistic, intellectual, and religious interchanges across the continent. Millward shows that these
exchanges had a profound effect on the old world that was akin to, if not on the scale of, modern
globalization. He also disputes the idea that the silk road declined after the collapse of the Mongol empire or
the opening of direct sea routes from Europe to Asia, showing how silk road phenomena continued through
the early modern and modern expansion of the Russian and Chinese states across Central Asia.

Millward concludes that the idea of the silk road has remained powerful, not only as a popular name for
boutiques and restaurants, but also in modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S. Secretary of State Hilary
Clinton's "Silk Road Initiative" for India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Silk Road: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Silk Road: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) become your own starter.

Roger Lindsey:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jessica Bradburn:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Silk Road: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

James Harris:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
you wanted.
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