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King Philip's War, the excruciating racial war--colonists against Indians--that erupted in New England in
1675, was, in proportion to population, the bloodiest in American history. Some even argued that the
massacres and outrages on both sides were too horrific to "deserve the name of a war."

It all began when Philip (called Metacom by his own people), the leader of the Wampanoag Indians, led
attacks against English towns in the colony of Plymouth. The war spread quickly, pitting a loose
confederation of southeastern Algonquians against a coalition of English colonists. While it raged, colonial
armies pursued enemy Indians through the swamps and woods of New England, and Indians attacked
English farms and towns from Narragansett Bay to the Connecticut River Valley. Both sides, in fact, had
pursued the war seemingly without restraint, killing women and children, torturing captives, and mutilating
the dead. The fighting ended after Philip was shot, quartered, and beheaded in August 1676.

The war's brutality compelled the colonists to defend themselves against accusations that they had become
savages. But Jill Lepore makes clear that it was after the war--and because of it--that the boundaries between
cultures, hitherto blurred, turned into rigid ones. King Philip's War became one of the most written-about
wars in our history, and Lepore argues that the words strengthened and hardened feelings that, in turn,
strengthened and hardened the enmity between Indians and Anglos. She shows how, as late as the nineteenth
century, memories of the war were instrumental in justifying Indian removals--and how in our own century
that same war has inspired Indian attempts to preserve "Indianness" as fiercely as the early settlers once
struggled to preserve their Englishness.

Telling the story of what may have been the bitterest of American conflicts, and its reverberations over the
centuries, Lepore has enabled us to see how the ways in which we remember past events are as important in
their effect on our history as were the events themselves.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Mackenzie:

This The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of American Identity book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins
of American Identity without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of American
Identity can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Name of War: King Philip's War and the
Origins of American Identity having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Viola Coghlan:

This book untitled The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of American Identity to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Amanda Garcia:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of American Identity
it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book provides high quality.

Lawrence Wilson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This publication The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of American
Identity was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a



book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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