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Raising the Devil reveals how the Christian Pentecostal movement, right-wing conspiracy theories, and an
opportunistic media turned grassroots folk traditions into the Satanism scare of the 1980s. During the mid-
twentieth century, devil worship was seen as merely an isolated practice of medieval times. But by the early
1980s, many influential experts in clinical medicine and in law enforcement were proclaiming that satanic
cults were widespread and dangerous. By examining the broader context for alleged "cult" activity, Bill Ellis
demonstrates how the image of contemporary Satanism emerged during the 1970s. Blaming a wide range of
mental and physical illnesses on in-dwelling demons, a faction of the Pentecostal movement became
convinced that their gifts of the spirit were being opposed by satanic activities. They attributed these
activities to a "cult" that was the evil twin of true Christianity. In some of the cases Ellis considers, common
folk beliefs and rituals were misunderstood as evidence of devil worship. In others, narratives and rituals
themselves were used to combat satanic forces. As the media found such stories more and more attractive,
any activity with even remotely occult overtones was demonized in order to fit a model of absolute good
confronting evil. Ellis's wide-ranging investigation covers ouija boards, cattle mutilation, graveyard
desecration, and "diabolical medicine"?the psychiatric community's version of exorcism. He offers a
balanced view of contentious issues such as demonic possession, satanic ritual abuse, and the testimonies of
confessing "ex-Satanists." A trained folklorist, Ellis seeks to navigate a middle road in this dialog, and his
insights into informal religious traditions clarify how the image of Satanism both explained and created
deviant behavior.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Jones:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Raising the Devil: Satanism,
New Religions, and the Media book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

William Medellin:

Here thing why this kind of Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar
with Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media. It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Raising the Devil: Satanism, New
Religions, and the Media in e-book can be your alternative.

Cheree Rodriquez:

The actual book Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Raising the Devil: Satanism, New
Religions, and the Media is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Erika Yoon:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Raising the Devil:
Satanism, New Religions, and the Media that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Raising the Devil: Satanism, New Religions, and the Media
become your starter.
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