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The Information Age has arrived -- but not in person. Technology is overwhelming us with information,
much of it unwanted, driving out the sound of human voices. We now spend our days exchanging factoids,
often in print, leaving us little time to "just talk." But it's ordinary social talking, including gossip and small
talk, that keeps us together. If we lose these intimate forms of self-expression, says John Locke, we lose
more than we realize.

Talking, like the grooming of apes and monkeys, is the way we build and maintain relationships. People in
relationships are able to trust and to help each other. Our great-grandparents wouldn't make a deal with
someone they couldn't look in the eye, shake hands with, or talk to face-to-face. Our voices gave us identity.
But then a variety of factors changed society: the growth of cities, followed by suburbanization, left us living
in places where we don't know or care about our neighbors; then we began to bank and shop by computer, to
work from our homes, to live alone or in gated communities. The tradition of communities gathering to
publicly discuss and debate important issues seems to be giving way to isolated individuals communicating
electronically from the privacy of their homes. In every aspect of our lives, vocal intimacy is on the wane. To
compensate, we turn on TV and radio talk shows to hear other people talk. Talking has become America's
leading spectator sport.

All of these developments are part of the "devoicing" of society. Without intimate conversation, we can't
really know others well enough to trust them or work with them harmoniously. We also lose track of our
own selves -- our sense of humor, our own particular way of looking at things. Our society is poorer and
more fragile for being voiceless.

Written with wit and intelligence, The De-Voicing of Society is a provocative look at the world we live in.
Thought-provoking and troubling in its implications, it will leave readers wanting to ring the neiahbors'
doorbell and invite them over for dinner.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The DE-VOICING OF SOCIETY: WHY WE
DON'T TALK TO EACH OTHER ANY MORE as your daily resource information.

Antonio Fells:

Why? Because this The DE-VOICING OF SOCIETY: WHY WE DON'T TALK TO EACH OTHER ANY
MORE is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Betty Bobbitt:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The DE-VOICING OF SOCIETY: WHY WE
DON'T TALK TO EACH OTHER ANY MORE, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Mark Authement:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The The DE-VOICING OF SOCIETY: WHY WE DON'T TALK TO EACH OTHER ANY MORE
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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