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Science on Stage is the first full-length study of the phenomenon of "science plays"--theatrical events that
weave scientific content into the plot lines of the drama. The book investigates the tradition of science on the
stage from the Renaissance to the present, focusing in particular on the current wave of science playwriting.

Drawing on extensive interviews with playwrights and directors, Kirsten Shepherd-Barr discusses such
works as Michael Frayn's Copenhagen and Tom Stoppard's Arcadia. She asks questions such as, What
accounts for the surge of interest in putting science on the stage? What areas of science seem most popular
with playwrights, and why? How has the tradition evolved throughout the centuries? What currents are
defining it now? And what are some of the debates and controversies surrounding the use of science on
stage?

Organized by scientific themes, the book examines selected contemporary plays that represent a merging of
theatrical form and scientific content--plays in which the science is literally enacted through the structure and
performance of the play. Beginning with a discussion of Christopher Marlowe's Doctor Faustus, the book
traces the history of how scientific ideas (quantum mechanics and fractals, for example) are dealt with in
theatrical presentations. It discusses the relationship of science to society, the role of science in our lives, the
complicated ethical considerations of science, and the accuracy of the portrayal of science in the dramatic
context.

The final chapter looks at some of the most recent and exciting developments in science playwriting that are
taking the genre in innovative directions and challenging the audience's expectations of a science play. The
book includes a comprehensive annotated list of four centuries of science plays, which will be useful for
teachers, students, and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Barnes:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Science on Stage: From "Doctor Faustus" to "Copenhagen". Try to
stumble through book Science on Stage: From "Doctor Faustus" to "Copenhagen" as your pal. It means that
it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Christine Pena:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Science on Stage: From "Doctor Faustus"
to "Copenhagen" is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Thomas Palmer:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Science on Stage: From "Doctor Faustus" to
"Copenhagen" as the daily resource information.

Daniel Starnes:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Science on Stage: From "Doctor Faustus" to "Copenhagen", you can tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.
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