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François Jullien, the leading philosopher and specialist in Chinese thought, has always aimed at building on
inter-cultural relations between China and the West. In this new book he focuses on the following questions:
Do universal values exist? Is dialogue between cultures possible?

To answer these questions, he retraces the history of the concept of the universal from its invention as an
aspect of Roman citizenship, through its neutralization in the Christian idea of salvation, to its present day
manifestations. This raises the question of whether the search for the universal is a uniquely Western
preoccupation: do other cultures, like China, even have a notion of the universal, and if so, how does it differ
from ours? Having considered the meaning of the concept in the East and West, Jullien argues that, if
communication between cultures is to be meaningful, facile assumptions of universal values and complacent
relativism need to be examined. It follows, therefore, that dialogue between cultures should not begin with
issues of identity and difference, but rather by considering divergence and profusion. By no longer simply
assuming universality, we allow for greater self-reflection.

This wide-ranging and engaging study will be of particular interest to students and scholars of philosophy
and of Chinese culture and society. It will also appeal to a wider readership interested in contemporary
thought and the challenges of communication between East and West.
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From reader reviews:

Loretta Faria:

The reserve untitled On the Universal: The Uniform, the Common and Dialogue between Cultures is the
guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a
person. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of On the Universal: The Uniform, the Common and
Dialogue between Cultures from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dan Villanueva:

The book On the Universal: The Uniform, the Common and Dialogue between Cultures has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after perusing this book.

Dolores Schreiber:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping On the Universal: The
Uniform, the Common and Dialogue between Cultures that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick On the Universal: The Uniform, the
Common and Dialogue between Cultures become your own starter.

Nicholas Valles:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like On the
Universal: The Uniform, the Common and Dialogue between Cultures which is finding the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's view.
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