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Increasingly today nation-states are entering into agreements that involve the sharing or surrendering of parts
of their sovereign powers and often leave the cession of authority incomplete or vague. But until now, we
have known surprisingly little about how international actors design and implement these mixed-sovereignty
arrangements. Contracting States uses the concept of "incomplete contracts"--agreements that are
intentionally ambiguous and subject to future renegotiation--to explain how states divide and transfer their
sovereign territory and functions, and demonstrate why some of these arrangements offer stable and lasting
solutions while others ultimately collapse.

Building on important advances in economics and law, Alexander Cooley and Hendrik Spruyt develop a
highly original, interdisciplinary approach and apply it to a broad range of cases involving international
sovereign political integration and disintegration. The authors reveal the importance of incomplete
contracting in the decolonization of territories once held by Europe and the Soviet Union; U.S. overseas
military basing agreements with host countries; and in regional economic-integration agreements such as the
European Union. Cooley and Spruyt examine contemporary problems such as the Arab-Israeli dispute over
water resources, and show why the international community inadequately prepared for Kosovo's
independence.

Contracting States provides guidance to international policymakers about how states with equally legitimate
claims on the same territory or asset can create flexible, durable solutions and avoid violent conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Nguyen:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations. Try to
stumble through book Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations as your close friend.
It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Christopher Hill:

The book Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations will bring that you the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in
International Relations is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Kenton Marshall:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a publication. The book Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading
this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

David Mathews:

You can find this Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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