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Images of Jamaica and the Bahamas as tropical paradises full of palm trees, white sandy beaches, and
inviting warm water seem timeless. Surprisingly, the origins of those images can be traced back to the roots
of the islands’ tourism industry in the 1880s. As Krista A. Thompson explains, in the late nineteenth century,
tourism promoters, backed by British colonial administrators, began to market Jamaica and the Bahamas as
picturesque “tropical” paradises. They hired photographers and artists to create carefully crafted
representations, which then circulated internationally via postcards and illustrated guides and lectures.

Illustrated with more than one hundred images, including many in color, An Eye for the Tropics is a nuanced
evaluation of the aesthetics of the “tropicalizing images” and their effects on Jamaica and the Bahamas.
Thompson describes how representations created to project an image to the outside world altered everyday
life on the islands. Hoteliers imported tropical plants to make the islands look more like the images. Many
prominent tourist-oriented spaces, including hotels and famous beaches, became off-limits to the islands’
black populations, who were encouraged to act like the disciplined, loyal colonial subjects depicted in the
pictures.

Analyzing the work of specific photographers and artists who created tropical representations of Jamaica and
the Bahamas between the 1880s and the 1930s, Thompson shows how their images differ from the English
picturesque landscape tradition. Turning to the present, she examines how tropicalizing images are
deconstructed in works by contemporary artists—including Christopher Cozier, David Bailey, and Irénée
Shaw—at the same time that they remain a staple of postcolonial governments’ vigorous efforts to attract
tourists.
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From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism,
Photography, and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories) book as starter and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Eugene Brown:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography,
and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories) as your daily resource information.

Annamarie Hernandez:

This book untitled An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and Framing the Caribbean Picturesque
(Objects/Histories) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this
reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you
can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this guide from your list.

Andrew Gillon:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled An Eye for the Tropics: Tourism, Photography, and
Framing the Caribbean Picturesque (Objects/Histories) can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.
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