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“Offers beautifully written considerations of the masters’ affinities and divergences and much else
besides.” —Operavore

This is the first book to compare these two composers and cultural heroes, both of whom were born in 1813
and achieved huge national and international renown in their lifetimes. Yet not only did they never meet, but
the differences between them—in music, culture, environment, significance, and legacy—were profound.

 Peter Conrad begins his tale in a public park in Venice, home to a pair of statues of the composers that are
positioned so as to appear to shun each other. This provides a fitting starting point for his argument that they
represent two opposite yet equally integral and compelling dimensions of European culture: north versus
south, cerebral versus sensual, proud solitude versus human connection, epic mythmaking versus humane
magnanimity.

The book is a richly argued tour de force that engages passionately and profoundly with music, biography,
history, politics, philosophy, psychology, and culture in the broadest sense. As Conrad concludes, “At one
time or another, if not simultaneously, we still need the two contradictory, complementary kinds of music
that Verdi and Wagner left us.”
51 illustrations, 24 in color
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Pastrana:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Verdi and/or Wagner: Two Men, Two Worlds, Two
Centuries. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Verdi and/or Wagner: Two Men, Two Worlds, Two Centuries. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's examine.

Edith Macklin:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Verdi and/or Wagner: Two Men, Two Worlds,
Two Centuries book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Verdi and/or Wagner: Two Men, Two Worlds,
Two Centuries is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

David Byrd:

Typically the book Verdi and/or Wagner: Two Men, Two Worlds, Two Centuries will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Verdi and/or Wagner: Two Men, Two
Worlds, Two Centuries is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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