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At its height, the Russian empire covered eleven time zones and stretched from Scandinavia to the Pacific
Ocean. Arguing against the traditional historical view that Russia, surrounded and threatened by enemies,
was always on the defensive, John P. LeDonne contends that Russia developed a long-term strategy not in
response to immediate threats but in line with its own expansionist urges to control the Eurasian Heartland.
LeDonne narrates how the government from Moscow and Petersburg expanded the empire by deploying its
army as well as by extending its patronage to frontier societies in return for their serving the interests of the
empire. He considers three theaters on which the Russians expanded: the Western (Baltic, Germany, Poland);
the Southern (Ottoman and Persian Empires); and the Eastern (China, Siberia, Central Asia). In his analysis
of military power, he weighs the role of geography and locale, as well as economic issues, in the evolution of
a larger imperial strategy. Rather than viewing Russia as peripheral to European Great Power politics,
LeDonne makes a powerful case for Russia as an expansionist, militaristic, and authoritarian regime that
challenged the great states and empires of its time.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Delarosa:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Grand Strategy of the Russian Empire, 1650-1831. Try
to stumble through book The Grand Strategy of the Russian Empire, 1650-1831 as your friend. It means that
it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Charlie Seymour:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Grand Strategy of the Russian Empire, 1650-1831, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Sherry Duncan:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This The Grand Strategy of the
Russian Empire, 1650-1831 is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Sherrie Beardsley:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The Grand Strategy of the Russian Empire, 1650-1831 when you essential it?
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