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Working mothers in the late-20th century confront not only conflicting demands on their time and energy but
also conflicting ideas about how they are to behave: they must be nurturing and unselfish while engaged in
child rearing but competitive and ambitious at work. As more and more women enter the workplace, it would
seem reasonable for society to make mothering a simpler and more efficient task. Instead, as Sharon Hays
points out in this book, an ideology of "intensive mothering" has developed that only exacerbates the
tensions working mothers face. Drawing on ideas about mothering since the Middle Ages, on contemporary
child-rearing manuals and on in-depth interviews with mothers from a range of social classes, Hays traces
the evolution of the ideology of intensive mothering - an ideology that holds the individual mother primarily
respon-sible for child rearing and dictates that the process is to be child-centred, expert guided, emotionally
absorbing, labour-intensive and financially expensive. Hays argues that these ideas about appropriate
mothering stem from a fundamental ambivalence about a system based solely on the competitive pursuit of
individual interests. In attempting to deal with our deep uneasiness about self-interest, we have imposed
unrealistic and unremunerated obligations and commitments on mothering, making it into an opposing force,
a primary field on which this cultural ambivalence is played out.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Woods:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood.

Austin Lawrence:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood.

Charles Anderson:

The reserve with title The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood posesses a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Pamelia Thompson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Cultural Contradictions of Motherhood can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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